
Dear Co-Chair Winfield, Co-Chair Stafstrom, Vice Chair Flexer, Vice Chair Blumenthal, Ranking Member 

Kissel, Ranking Member Fishbein, and all members of the Judiciary Committee:  

I find almost everything about this bill extremely troubling, and I feel as though the only people that will 

be punished by these new propositions are law abiding citizens.  

I do not believe Governor Lamont understands the rights and responsibilities that law abiding gun 

owners unwaveringly adhere to every single day.  The actions of the few are punishing the law abiding 

majority and are causing infringements on the very principles this country was founded on. 

Roughly 70% of gun offenses in Connecticut today are not prosecuted and the majority of all gun crimes 

in the state are committed by criminals.  

I also hear the old “stop and frisk” tactic, that clearly violates The Constitution,  is back on the 

table.  This part of the bill has been defeated ad nauseum as being at risk for profiling.  

2020 and 2021 set records for new legal permit holders all over the country.  These new law-abiding gun 

owners are all ages, genders, races, sexual orientation and political affiliations.  I firmly believe that the 

2nd amendment is what sets this country apart from others, and is/ has been a vital part of why we are 

the super power of the world.  As much as we all wish it wasn’t true, evil exists in this world, and passing 

legislation that makes it more difficult for law abiding citizens to defend themselves, is not a way to a 

safer community.  An example of why this is so important is currently on the world stage, with the 

Russia/ Ukraine conflict unfolding.  Thinking that this could never happen in this country is simply naïve 

and irresponsible, for events like that are a major contributor to why we have the 2nd amendment in the 

first place. 

In closing,  I ask you to reject Senate Bill 16.  

I addition, I also OPPOSE H.B. No. 5416 – AN ACT CONCERNING BULK PURCHASES OF PISTOLS AND 

REVOLVERS.  

I SUPPORT Raised S.B. No. 388 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEFENSE OF A PERSON OR A PERSON’S 

DWELLING, PLACE OF WORK OR MOTOR VEHICLE.  

I SUPPORT Raised H.B. No. 5415 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE TRANSFER OF ASSAULT WEAPONS AND 

LARGE CAPACITY MAGAZINES.  

I SUPPORT Raised H.B. No. 5412 – AN ACT CONCERNING THE DUTY TO RETREAT IN A RELIGIOUS HOUSE 

OF WORSHIP.  

  

  

Respectfully, 

  

James DeMaio 

 


